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some process or producing some commodity; a machine
dqes not revolve on its own account, or for the pleasure of
illustrating the laws of mechanics ; it is there in order
to make or do something* So also with the Socialist
State* If to make the machinery of government revolve
noiselessly is the first aim of every good Socialist, it is
not his last* That would be to reduce Socialism to a
mere farce. Good government, or " order/' as the
German Socialists were calling it, had an aim beyond
and outside itself*

What then is the aim of the good State ? To this
difficult question men have returned many answers*
The Socialist answer is, up to a point, definite : the
first and immediate aim of the Socialist State is to
41 increase production." We have all admired the man who
can make two blades of grass grow where only one grew
before; we say he is a benefactor of the human race*
The Socialists desire to be such benefactors of their
fellows; only they are more apt to think in terms of
machinery than of natural things* To make two washing
machines instead of one, to invent plant which will fold
20,000 envelopes per unit of time instead of only 10,000,
to find methods for obtaining twice as much heat as
before from a ton of coal, these, in all soberness, are the
aims of the Socialist State*

And before going on to consider the application of
these to the German Revolution, it is proper to pause and
ask why these concrete and material aims should be what